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The Grace of Restoration Brought by Thanksgiving (2 Kings 25:27-30)

Rev. Junghoon Park
Wylie Korean Methodist Church — Sunday Worship
November 23, 2025, 11:00 AM

In the history of Israel, King Josiah was the last king who did what was right in the eyes of the
Lord. God granted Josiah a special grace so that he would not see the tragedy of Judah’s
destruction. Instead, he was allowed to rest peacefully in the tombs of his ancestors. But
everything changed after Josiah. His sons and grandsons turned away from God and pursued
idols, provoking the Lord’s wrath. The walls of Jerusalem were torn down, the temple and palace

were burned, and God’s people were taken captive to Babylon.

Today’s passage focuses on King Jehoiachin, who lived during this dark period. At the young
age of eighteen, Jehoiachin was taken to Babylon, where he spent thirty-seven years in prison. At
the hopeless age of fifty-five, God poured out His grace of restoration upon him. He took off the

garments of a prisoner, sat at the king’s table, and received provisions for the rest of his life.

What brought about such restoration?

1. Jehoiachin Imprisoned in Hopelessness

After Josiah’s death, his son Jehoahaz became king but was dethroned within three months and
taken to Egypt. Another son of Josiah, Jehoiakim, became king after him, but he too was taken

away in chains to Babylon.

“Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven
years. He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked him and
bound him with bronze shackles to take him to Babylon.” (2 Chr 36:5-6)
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Jehoiakim was chained and taken away because he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.

“During Jehoiakim’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded the land, and Jehoiakim

became his vassal for three years. But then he turned against Nebuchadnezzar.” (2 Kgs 24:1)

Nebuchadnezzar not only captured Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin, Josiah’s grandson, but also
carried away the royal family, officials, soldiers, craftsmen, and most of the population of

Jerusalem. Only the poorest remained.

Although Babylon did not yet destroy Judah, Nebuchadnezzar installed Zedekiah—another son
of Josiah—as king. But Zedekiah followed the evil ways of Jehoiakim rather than the godly
example of his father Josiah. And he too rebelled against Babylon.

Finally, the Babylonian army laid siege to Jerusalem, broke through its walls, and captured
Zedekiah. His sons were killed before his eyes, then his eyes were put out, and he was taken to
Babylon in chains. Jerusalem and the great temple were burned, its walls torn down, and the city
left in ruins. The remaining people were taken into captivity, and only the poorest were left to
tend vineyards and fields. Gedaliah, a descendant of Shaphan, was appointed governor—but not

from the tribe of Judah, signaling the complete collapse of the Davidic line.

2. Where Does the Grace of Restoration Begin?
Yet God did not forget His covenant with David:

“Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established

forever.” (2 Sam 7:16)
So, God began restoring the Davidic line.

“In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the year Awil-merodach
became king of Babylon, he released Jehoiachin from prison on the twenty-seventh day of the

twelfth month.” (2 Kgs 25:27)
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God extended grace to Josiah’s grandson Jehoiachin. While Zedekiah died blind and imprisoned,

Jehoiachin was freed after thirty-seven years.
Jehoiachin removed his prison clothes and put on royal garments again.

“He put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at the king’s table.” (v.
29)

He was given the highest seat among the captive kings and received daily provisions for the rest

of his life.

This restoration was not just personal. Through Jehoiachin’s grandson Zerubbabel, God planted
the seed of national restoration. Jehoiachin himself never returned to Jerusalem, but his grandson

Zerubbabel did:

“In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the Lord
came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to
Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest.” (Hag 1:1)

Zerubbabel became governor, returned to Jerusalem, and rebuilt the temple. Although this
second temple was smaller and less impressive than Solomon’s temple, God promised that He

would fill it with glory and peace:

““The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the
LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place, I will grant peace.’” (Hag 2:9)

God also called Zerubbabel “my servant,” restoring the Davidic covenant:

“‘On that day,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel... and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you.”” (Hag 2:23)

God is the God of restoration. He destroyed Solomon’s temple—defiled by idolatry—not to end
Israel, but to restore His glory among them. Likewise, God can restore our families and our

church in even greater glory.
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But why was Jehoiachin restored? Not simply because Babylon had a new king.

Jewish tradition says that during his long imprisonment, Jehoiachin repented and became

humble. His humility drew God’s restoring grace.

“But He gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God opposes the proud but gives

grace to the humble.’” (James 4:6)
Then where does humility begin?
It begins with thanksgiving.

When we give thanks, our hearts become humble. When we stop giving thanks, pride takes over.
Thanksgiving lowers our hearts, humility invites God’s grace, and that grace brings restoration to

our families and our church.
Therefore, the beginning of restoration in our homes and church is thanksgiving.

May the Lord grant abundant grace so that, through thanksgiving, our families and our church

may be restored in greater glory than before.
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